A Year in Review
2018-2019

What is

?

DanceBlue is a year long fundraising effort, culminating in a 24-hour no
sitting, no sleeping Dance Marathon right in the heart
of UK’s campus. The money raised through DanceBlue is donated to the
Golden Matrix Fund, established to support the kids of the DanceBlue
Kentucky Children's Hospital Hematology/Oncology Clinic both today
and well into the future through an endowment.

Why is it called the

Clinic?

DanceBlue fufilled a pledge of $1.225 million in January of 2017 that
opened a brand new clinic.
With a new, large space, we are now able to better serve our families.

What is the history behind

?

DanceBlue was inspired by a little boy named Jarrett Mynear. By the
time Jarrett was 13, he had been diagnosed with 6 different types of
cancers. Just before his passing, his list of final requests included
raising funds for improvements to the Pediatric Oncology Outpatient
Clinic. DanceBlue raised over $123,000 during it’s first year in 2006, and
since then has raised over $15 million For The Kids!

What is the

mission?

It is the mission of the University of Kentucky 24 Hour Dance Marathon, DanceBlue,
to create a multi-faceted organization that operates through the support
and leadership of the UK students, faculty, staff, administrators, and the
Lexington community. The organization enhances the lives
of children and families fighting childhood cancer through the
Golden Matrix Fund, and therefore serves the Bluegrass by
assisting those treated at the DanceBlue Clinic. Furthermore,
DanceBlue strives to establish a continued tradition, invoke appreciation
and involvement, and ultimately create something greater than oneself.

Letter from a DanceBlue
Oncologist
Dear DanceBlue Community,
Thank you for being our steadfast partner in the fight against childhood cancer in the
Commonwealth of Kentucky. When I first came to the University of Kentucky fifteen years
ago, children with cancer were seen in a common clinic space shared with patients from a
number of other subspecialty services. Our patients, many of whom had low immune
systems from chemotherapy, shared common waiting areas, check-in areas, nurses and
clinic rooms. With DanceBlue’s support, we were able to construct a new pediatric
hematology/oncology clinic which served us well until our growth necessitated another
move two years ago. Our new clinic – formally named the DanceBlue Pediatric
Hematology/Oncology Clinic in recognition of DanceBlue’s key support for the clinic
renovation – opened in 2017, doubled our capacity and gave us a beautiful state-of-the-art
facility to treat our patients in.
The DanceBlue organization lifts our capacity to care for the children of Kentucky who have
the misfortune of being diagnosed with cancer. Because of DanceBlue, Kentucky kids with
cancer can expect to get a similar comprehensive cancer care experience as patients being
taken care of in much larger institutions such as free-standing dedicated children’s
hospitals. DanceBlue supports child life specialists to help our patients cope with the many
stresses of treatment, and DanceBlue funds a robust School Intervention Program to
maximize our patients’ educational and career experiences on therapy and as cancer
survivors. Over the past year, I’m proud to say that with DanceBlue’s support, we launched
an Adolescent and Young Adult (AYA) Oncology program here at UK. The goal of the AYA
Oncology program is to provide comprehensive multidisciplinary care for cancer patients
between the ages of 15 and 29 years.
With unprecedented cooperation between Pediatric Oncology and the adult oncology teams
at the NCI-designated Markey Cancer Center, the program officially opened in February
2019. The AYA program has already accrued over 25 patients and has made an enormous
impact in reducing the burden of cancer by offering wide-ranging medical and
psychosocial/life support to this very special population. Truly, we’ve improved as a
healthcare team all across the board and to the benefit of our patients as a direct result of
your help and vision.

DanceBlue funds assist our patients in other critical ways such as supporting
pediatric cancer research to discover improved ways to treat children, adolescents
and young adults with cancer. Funds have been used for promising projects ranging
from pre-clinical testing of promising new drugs against Ewing sarcoma to the
prevention of secondary malignancies in long-term pediatric cancer survivors. We
are grateful that DanceBlue recognizes that with research it may be possible to
improve cancer outcomes for our patients. Through the DanceBlue Patient
Assistance Program, DanceBlue directly helps our families cope with the many
significant financial and social burdens of cancer.
The costs of caring for a pediatric cancer patient can be overwhelming, and this
financial drain cripples many of our patients’ families. Some important “hidden
aspects” of care, such as travel to and back from clinic, are not covered by insurance.
DanceBlue resources help families cope with this strain. DanceBlue funding, which
is carefully stewarded by our social workers, has provided assistance in the form of
gas cards, meal vouchers, parking assistance and overnight lodging. This program
has been a tremendous support for our families in greatest need, many of whom live
several hours away from UK.
To the DanceBlue leadership team, student body, volunteers, alumnae and donors,
THANK YOU for making this possible. Your remarkable philanthropic efforts – the
funds raised, your tireless enthusiasm and the many hours spent by DanceBlue
volunteers in our clinic – show our patients and their families that there is a
generous Big Blue community that cares and
“pays it forward”. Your hard work makes a very real difference in their lives. On
behalf of the physicians, nurses and care providers who I am proud to serve with, I
thank you for being our unwavering partner in the fight against childhood cancer.
Your motto is our motto – FOR THE KIDS!

John D'Orazio, M.D., Ph.D.
Professor of Pediatrics and Chief, Division of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology,
Kentucky Children’s Hospital

The 2019 Year At A Glance
Adopt-A-Family Program
In the 2018-2019 year, we had 34 families participate
in the Adopt-A-Family program.
This program focuses on a student organization
supporting a family throughout the year with events
such as game nights, birthday parties, and laser tag.
Thanks to Christian Student Fellowship, we are
able to host three parties throughout the
year for our families and student organizations
to spend time with each other. This year we were able
to have a "DanceBoo" Halloween party, a Christmas
party, and a "Spring Fling" party!

Serving in the Clinic
Our 39 clinic volunteers served
over 1,650 hours in the clinic in
2018-2019 alone! During their time
in the clinic, volunteers play games,
make crafts, and make the
experience of being in our clinic as
positive as they can.
The DanceBlue KCH
Pediatric Hematology/
Oncology Clinic serves
patients from over 73
Kentucky counties and
multiple states.

Mini Marathons
A mini marathon is a 6-12 hour
dance marathon hosted by an elementary,
middle, or high school. They usually take
place on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays
during the school year, and follow
the same format as the big marathon at UK,
with hourly themes and activities as well
as the "no sitting, no sleeping" rule. These events
are a great opportunity for schools to not
only raise money and awareness for
pediatric cancer, but also to own the responsibility
of hosting an event that supports something
so much bigger than itself.
Mini marathons raised $325,333.75 in
2018-2019! Our largest, Apollo High School,
raised $66,087.27
Interested in hosting a mini marathon? Email minimarathons@danceblue.org!

Student Involvement
786 dancers in attendance at the marathon
150 committee members
137 teams registered
112 teams in attendance
1 cause- For The Kids!

The Golden Matrix Cup is an all-encompassing award
for a deserving team, one that
strives all year long to exemplify what it
truly means to be For The Kids. The chosen
team’s dedication for DanceBlue remains unquestioned
as they work for excellence in fundraising, spirit point
accumulation, and Adopt-A-Family interactions.
Our 2019 winners, Delta Gamma raised $40,530!

DanceBlue 5K
The biggest event leading up to the 24-hour
marathon is our annual DanceBlue 5K held each
fall on the University of Kentucky's campus.
Traditionally, we plan the 5K around UK's
Homecoming Week to support student
involvement while honoring traditions. This past
year, we teamed up with multiple student
organizations including WRFL, our student-ran
radio station, who DJ'd the event!
Over 1,400 participants ran in the 2018
DanceBlue 5K! This included students,
community members, families, and alumni while
they were cheered on by our DanceBlue
Committee.

Questions about the DanceBlue 5K? Email operations@danceblue.org!

DanceBlue Silent Auction
Hosted by our Corporate Committee, the
DanceBlue Silent Auction is one of our largest
fundraising nights of the year with dinner and
music. Held in the Woodford Reserve Room in
Kroger Field, alumni, families, friends, and
community members all attend to raise money
FTK!
The 2018 DanceBlue Silent Auction raised over
$8,400 from 41 baskets including vacations,
Kendra Scott jewelry, University of Kentucky
Men's Basketball Tickets, and a signed football
helmet by Head Football Coach Mark Stoops.

Questions about the DanceBlue Silent Auction? Email corporate@danceblue.org!

Fundraising
This year, DanceBlue raised $1,880,954.88! These
funds are raised through many ways.
The following graph is a distribution of the
funds raised that will benefit the Golden Matrix Fund.

Corporate Sponsors
Thank you to all of our 2018-2019 sponsors!
Golden Matrix Club
Aramark
Keeneland
Twenty-Four Hour Club
University of Kentucky Housing
Jersey Mikes
University of Kentucky IFC
For The Kids Club
University of Kentucky Federal Credit
fdlUnion
Pie Five Pizza
Enterprise
The Hub
American Campus Community

Gold Ribbon Club
Elena's Lemonade Stand
Coca-Cola
Delta Sigma Phi Volleyball
Hilton Downtown Lexington
Community Trust Bank Lexington, KY
Central Bank
Tempur Sealy
Wildcat Movers

Friends of DanceBlue
Zaxby's
Southland Printing
Mellow Mushroom
LG&E - KU - SAY
The Community Foundation
o of Lousiville
Dean Dorton
Shake Shack
Campus Cooks
Local Supporters
Kroger
McBrayer Law Firm
Stoll Keenon & Ogden
Cathy Jacobs
Marksbury Foundation

Have questions or
want to find out more?
E-mail overall@danceblue.org
Visit danceblue.org
Follow us on Social Media

@UKDanceBlue

@uk_danceblue

facebook.com/DanceBlue

