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What is ?

Why is it called the 

What is the  

?

Clinic?

What is the history behind

DanceBlue is a year long fundraising effort, culminating in a 24-hour no 
sitting,  no sleeping Dance Marathon right in the heart 

of UK’s campus. All of the money raised through DanceBlue is donated to 
the Golden Matrix Fund, established to support the kids of the 

DanceBlue Kentucky Children's Hospital Hematology/Oncology Clinic 
both today and well into the future through an endowment. 

DanceBlue fufilled a pledge of $1.225 million in January of 2017 that 
opened a brand new clinic.

 With a new, large space, we are now able to better serve our families. 

DanceBlue was inspired by a little boy named Jarrett Mynear. By the 
time Jarrett was 13, he had been diagnosed with 6 different types of 

cancers. Just before his passing, his list of final requests included 
raising funds for improvements to the Pediatric Oncology Outpatient 

Clinic. DanceBlue raised over $123,000 during it’s first year in 2006, and 
since then has raised over $13 million For The Kids!

It is the mission of the University of Kentucky 24 Hour Dance Marathon, DanceBlue, 
to create a multi-faceted organization that operates through the support

 and leadership of the UK students, faculty, staff, administrators, and the 
Lexington community. The organization enhances the lives 

of children and families fighting childhood cancer through the 
Golden Matrix Fund, and therefore serves the Bluegrass by 

assisting those treated at the DanceBlue Clinic. Furthermore, 
DanceBlue strives to establish a continued tradition, invoke appreciation 
and involvement, and ultimately create something greater than oneself.

mission?  



Letter from a DanceBlue 
Oncologist

To the DanceBlue Community,

It is almost impossible for me to describe how important DanceBlue’s support has been to the 
Division of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology at the University of Kentucky and Kentucky Children’s 
Hospital.  I’ve been at UK since 2004, so I know what “life was like” for our division and our patients 
then and how it is now.  Before DanceBlue, children with cancer were seen in a common clinic space 
shared with patients from a number of other services.  Our patients didn’t have a place they could 
call their own, and had to share waiting areas, check-in areas and clinic rooms with children with a 
variety of diagnoses.  DanceBlue support allowed us to construct a new pediatric hematology/
oncology clinic just down the hall from the Kentucky Children’s Hospital.  This space, which opened 
in January 2017, doubled our capacity and gave our patients a beautiful state-of-the-art facility to call 
“home” while they’re here.  DanceBlue allowed us to hire a Child Life Specialist as well as a School 
Intervention Specialist to reduce the impact of cancer therapy on the lives of our patients.  

The DanceBlue organization lifts our capacity to care for the children of Kentucky who have the 
misfortune of being diagnosed with cancer.  Our patients’ care is more comprehensive, and we can do 
our jobs better as oncologists, nurses and care providers.   Because of DanceBlue, Kentucky kids with 
cancer can expect to get a similar comprehensive cancer care experience as children being taken care 
of in much larger institutions.  To the DanceBlue leadership team, student body, volunteers, alumnae 
and donors, THANK YOU for making this possible.   

The outstanding philanthropic efforts of DanceBlue – the funds raised and the many volunteer hours 
spent by UK DanceBlue students with our patients -show these children and families that there is a 
community that cares for them. Your hard work makes a very real difference in their lives.  In 
addition to being instrumental in creating the DanceBlue Pediatric Hematology/Oncology clinic, 
DanceBlue funds are being used for many important activities to help our patients:

1.) It’s been said that the best friend a cancer patient can have is a cancer researcher.  Cancer cures 
come from new knowledge gained by scientists and clinical researchers and we’re grateful to 
DanceBlue for supporting these initiatives.  DanceBlue has supported a variety of research projects 
aimed at reducing the burden of cancer disease in children and adolescents, ranging from pre-clinical 
testing of promising new drugs to the prevention of secondary malignancies in long-term pediatric 
cancer survivors.  This past year, DanceBlue funded the creation of an Endowment to bring a top 
child oncology researcher to UK. 



2.) DanceBlue directly helps our families cope with the burden of cancer.  The costs of caring 
for a pediatric cancer patient can be overwhelming, and this financial drain cripples many of 
our patients’ families.  Some important portions of their care, such as travel to and back from 
clinic, are not covered by insurance. DanceBlue resources help families cope with this strain.  
DanceBlue funding has provided assistance in the form of gas cards, meal vouchers, parking 
assistance and overnight lodging. This program has been a tremendous support for our 
families in greatest need.  

3.) About three quarters of pediatric cancer patients become long-term suvivors; DanceBlue 
helps with maximizing life after cancer.   DanceBlue funds defray the cost of neuropsychology 
testing, which is critical for informing modifications in the classroom to allow our patients to 
reach their full potential.  DanceBlue funds have helped pay for the costs of fertility 
preservation in patients whose therapy reduces their chances of parenting children of their 
own. 

4.) In the coming year, we plan to expand our services with the critical help of DanceBlue.  
With the full support of the College of Medicine, the Markey Cancer Center and the 
Department of Pediatrics, we are establishing an Adolescent and Young Adult (AYA) program 
here at the University of Kentucky.  This initiative, housed in the DanceBlue Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology Clinic, will target the needs of patients aged 15-29 who have been 
diagnosed with cancer.    

On behalf of the wonderful team of physicians, nurses and care providers in our division, I 
offer genuine and humble thanks to the DanceBlue community. You are a partner with us in 
the care of the very special children who we serve, and your efforts make an enormous 
difference in the lives of our patients and families. Keep up the great work that you do – FOR 
THE KIDS!

John D'Orazio, M.D., Ph.D.
Professor of Pediatrics and Interim Chief, Division of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology
Regina Drury Pediatric Research Endowed Chair
Co-leader, Genetic Instability, Epigenetics and Cancer Metabolism (GEM) Research Program, 
Markey Cancer Center
University of Kentucky College of Medicine



The 2018 Year At A Glance

Adopt-A-Family Program

Serving in the Clinic
Our 33 clinic volunteers served over 

1,000 hours in the clinic in 
2017-2018 alone! During their time 
in the clinic, volunteers play games, 

make crafts, and make the 
experience of being in our clinic as 

positive as they can.

In the 2017-2018 year, we had 38 families participate 
in the Adopt-A-Family program. 

This program focuses on a student organization 
 supporting a family throughout the year with events 
such as game nights, birthday parties, and laser tag. 

Thanks to Christian Student Fellowship, we are
able to host three parties throughout the

year for our families and student organizations
to spend time with each other. This year we were 

able to have our first family party in Eastern Kentucky. 

The DanceBlue KCH 
Pediatric Hematology/
Oncology Clinic serves 
patients from over 73 

Kentucky counties and 
multiple states.



Mini Marathons

Student Involvement

A mini marathon is a 6-12 hour 
dance marathon hosted by an elementary, 
middle, or high school. They usually take 
place on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays 

during the school year, and follow 
the same format as the big marathon at UK, 

with hourly themes and activities as well 
as the "no sitting, no sleeping" rule. These events 

are a great opportunity for schools to not 
only raise money and awareness for 

pediatric cancer, but also to own the responsibility 
of hosting an event that supports something 

so much bigger than itself.

Mini marathons raised $254,207.81 in 
2017-2018! Our largest, Apollo High School, 

raised $68,860.59

949 dancers in attendance at the marathon

144 teams registered

115 teams in attendance 

1 cause- For The Kids!

The Golden Matrix Cup is an all-encompassing 
award for the a deserving team, one that 
strives all year long to exemplify what it 

truly means to be For The Kids. The chosen 
team’s dedication for DanceBlue remains unquestioned 
as they work for excellence in fundraising, spirit point 

accumulation, and Adopt-A-Family interactions.
Our 2018 winners, Chi Omega raised $27,373!

Interested in hosting a mini marathon? Email minimarathons@danceblue.org!



Fundraising

Corporate Sponsors

This year, DanceBlue raised $1,804,068.77! 
These funds are raised through many ways.
The following graph is a distribution of the 

funds raised that will benefit the Golden Matrix Fund.

Thank you to all of our 2017-2018 sponsors!
Golden Matrix Club
Papa Johns
Aramark

Twenty-Four Hour Club
University of Kentucky Federal Credit Union 
Keeneland
University of Kentucky Housing
Coca-Cola
Jersey Mikes
University of Kentucky IFC 

For The Kids Club
American Campus Communities 
Enterprise
Columbia Gas 

Gold Ribbon Club
Pie Five Pizza
Dan Cummins Chevrolet 
Central Bank
Friends of DanceBlue
Theta Chi and Kappa Alpha Theta (Last 
Bag Standing)
WG&T Builders
Red Mile
Elena's Lemonade Stand 
LG&E-KU-SAY

Friends of DanceBlue 
Southland Printing 
Kendra Scott
Cycle Bar 
Zaxby's 

Dancer Total
Mini Marathons
Corporate
Miscellaneous
Phonathon
Alumni

Other Partners
Kendra Scott
Kroger 
McBrayer Law Firm 
Preston and Langdon Worley



For more information about DanceBlue, 
email overall@danceblue.org,
or visit www.danceblue.org!

@UKDanceBlue @uk_danceblue facebook.com/DanceBlue


